
Course Syllabus 
2019-2020 

 
The Basics 
Course:  Economics/Government 
Teacher:  Ms. Zilka 
Classroom:  1111 
Phone:   480.575.2561 
E-mail:  azilka@ccusd93.net  
Office Hours: Lunchtime M, W, Th., & F; after school 

by appointment 
 
Materials 

• A folder or binder to keep notes and handouts. 
• Textbooks: Economics: Principles in Action 

and/or Magruder’s American Government (can 
be left at home for reference unless told 
otherwise).  

• Paper 
• Something to write with 

 
Graduation Requirement 
Successful completion of Government is a graduation 
requirement set forth by the State of Arizona and Cactus 
Shadows High School.  If you do not pass, you do not 
graduate! 
 
Successful completion of Economics is a graduation 
requirement set forth by Cactus Shadows High School.  
If you do not pass, you do not graduate! 
 
Objectives 
Government/Economics: 

• To develop a basic understanding of how the 
government functions and how the economy 
works. 

• To expand everyday vocabulary to include 
government and economic terms. 

• To connect course material to real life 
occurrences. 

• To use technology when appropriate. 
Senior Year: 

• To begin the transition to life after high school. 
• To increase student autonomy. 
• To practice the skills necessary for life after high 

school. 
 
Course Content 
Government is a basic high school level survey course 
covering the constitution, basic principles of American 
government, federalism, the three branches, voting and 
elections, political parties, and public opinion. 
 
 
 
 

Economics is a basic high school level survey course 
covering scarcity, opportunity costs, economic systems, 
incentives, trade, specialization, markets and prices, 
supply and demand, competition, entrepreneurship, gross 
domestic product, unemployment, inflation, monetary 
policy, fiscal policy, and personal finance. 
 
Attendance 
It is imperative that you attend Economics or 
Government everyday as most of the learning will take 
place in the classroom. 
 
School Absence Policy 
Students are responsible for contacting teachers to 
complete missed work. Parents can e-mail teachers to 
request homework to pick up during a student’s 
absence.  For every day of excused absence, a student 
has two days to make up homework, classwork, quizzes, 
and tests (parents have 24 hours to contact the school to 
excuse the absence). Work previously assigned with a 
due date during an absence is due on the first day of 
his/her return to school (including suspension dates). Be 
advised that each department, which assigns extended 
projects, has specific deadline dates.  All make up work 
from an excused absence is eligible to receive full credit 
if completed and turned in within the 2 day window. 
 
Some courses such as Honors, Advanced Placement, 
International Baccalaureate and Dual Enrollment courses 
have numerous long-term projects or portfolios, which 
may have absolute deadlines. Students will be advised of 
these project/portfolio deadlines in the course syllabus or 
on grading outlines and will be expected to turn in 
projects/portfolios prior to the designated date for credit 
regardless of days absent.  Assignments, tests, quizzes 
not completed within the 2 day window will receive a 
zero.  (Ref: Board Policy JH-R) 
 
Senioritis 
Senioritis is a real ailment that effects just about 
everyone, especially second semester.  Be aware of that 
phenomenon and do your best to minimize or delay the 
onset. 
 
Grading Policies 
Grades are calculated on a weighted system.  Formal 
assessments will be worth 75% of your grade and 
informal assessments (everything else: assignments, bell 
work, discussion questions, projects, etc.) will be worth 
25%.  Every activity has learning value; however, not 
every activity has grade book value.  Emphasis is 
placed on learning and retaining the content material. 
 
 
 
 



Formal Assessments 
• Tests – You can expect 5 unit tests during the 

semester that aim to measure your mastery of 
the concepts. 

• Vocabulary Quizzes – Terminology is 
incredibly important when discussing 
Economics and Government. You can expect 5-
6 vocabulary quizzes throughout the semester. 

• Final Exam – All students take the multiple 
choice/matching final exam. 

 
Informal Assessments 

• Homework/Class-work–Class-work/homework 
is worth 10 points.  Completed work with effort 
will earn 10 points.  Incomplete or poor effort 
work will earn 0 points. 

• Larger Assignments – Projects, presentations, 
Socratic seminars and other larger assignments 
will be graded according to the quality of their 
content. 

• Bell Work – Bell work will be checked or 
collected on a class-by-class basis. 

 
Homework 
I tend to assign very little homework.  However, I expect 
you to review your notes, review vocabulary, prepare for 
discussion questions, and review the chapters as needed 
outside of class.  Since all students are different, the 
amount of time each individual should spend reviewing 
outside of class will vary.   
 
Late Work 
An assignment is considered late when it is not turned in 
one the day it was due.  All late work will earn half 
credit. 
 
Partial Credit 
Aside from larger assignments and discussion questions 
graded on a rubric, students do not earn partial credit. 
 
Extra Credit 
Kleenex, hand sanitizer, reams of paper, and all those 
types of things sure are nice; however, extra credit is 
earned through extra knowledge. J  
 
All vocabulary quizzes and unit tests include bonus 
questions for extra credit. 
 
Academic Integrity 
A student may be subject to disciplinary action when the 
student engages in any of the following forms of 
academic misconduct: 

• Lateness - For missing or leaving school or 
class without permission or excuse. 

• Cheating - Including but not limited to copying, 
using unauthorized help sheets and the like, 
illegally obtaining tests in advance, substituting 
for a test-taker, and other forms of unauthorized 
collusion. 

• Plagiarism - Representation of the ideas or 
work of another person as his/her own.  

• Collusion - Supporting malpractice by another 
student as in allowing one’s work to be copied 
or submitted for assessment by another.  

• Duplication of work - Presentation of the same 
work for different assessment components 
and/or requirements. 

• Fabrication of Data - Manufacturing data for a 
table, survey, or other such requirement. 

• Any behavior that gains an unfair advantage 
for a student and/or affects the results of another 
student.  

Cactus Shadows High School takes academic 
dishonesty seriously. Any violation of this policy will 
result in a zero for the assignment/assessment for a first 
offense, a zero for the assignment/assessment  and short 
term suspension for a second offense and a loss of credit 
for the semester course (.5) and short term suspension 
for a third offense.   
 
Students who share assignment/assessment information 
with other students via pictures, paper or electronics will 
receive a zero on the assignment/assessment and a short 
term to long-term suspension (prior academic 
misconduct referrals from any other school or CCUSD 
grade level will be considered).   
 
Electronic Devices: 
Classrooms are designated as ‘No Phone Zones. 
Cellphones, ear buds, Airpods, or any other electronic 
devices are not to be seen or used in classrooms for any 
reason other than teacher requested academic activities. 
Upon entry into the classroom, students should turn off 
and stow all devices in their backpacks or in the 
container provided by the teacher. If you bring your 
cellphone, earbuds, or Airpods to school and they are 
damaged or lost, the school and teacher cannot be held 
responsible. Recording any activities in class without the 
express permission of the teacher and other students is 
prohibited and subject to a discipline referral.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classroom Expectations 
Falcon Pride Acronym 

• Positive 
• Respect 
• Integrity 
• Determination 
• Excellence 

 
Classroom Procedures 
Starting Class: 

• Enter the room quietly and take a seat. 
• Look to the board for the day’s objectives & bell 

work. 
• Get started when the bell rings. 

 
Ending Class 

• Leave the campsite cleaner than you found it. 
• Wait for Ms. Zilka to dismiss you. 
• If we happen to finish early for the day, please 

wait in your seats for the bell to ring. 
 

Eating 
• We all need to fuel the machine. 
• Please make sure not to disrupt others. 
• Leave the campsite cleaner than you found it. 

 
Technology 

• Classrooms are designated as ‘No Phone Zones’ 
except with teacher permission. All phones are 
expected to be housed in backpacks during class 
time.  

• Please do not take pictures unless permitted. 
 
Using the Restroom 

• You are free to use the restroom as needed, one 
at a time. 

• Walk to the back of the room, take the pass, sign 
out, and leave quietly. 

• Please avoid using the restroom in the first or 
last 10 minutes of class. 

• If you need to use the restroom during a test or 
quiz, please ask. 

• Please keep the door locked. 
 
Fires/Fire Drills 

• Follow the flower to our designated are in the 
student paring lot. 

• Please stay as a group. 
• Attendance will be taken at the field. 

 
Lockdowns/Lockdown Drills 

• Gather as a class in the corner by the cabinets. 
• Remain quiet for instructions. 

 
 

Economics/Government 
Acknowledgement Form 

 
 
 
Name:________________________________________ 
 
 
Student Commitment of Work Ethic: 
 
By signing, you verify that you have read and 
understand the parameters of the course and agree to 
bring the best version of you each day. 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Student Signature    Date 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Acknowledgment: 
 
By signing, you verify that you have read and 
understand the parameters of the course as outlined in 
this syllabus.  
 
_____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature   Date 
 
 
My preferred method to initiate communication with 
parents/guardians is through email.  Upon receiving your 
email, I can either respond via email or call you.  If 
you’d like a phone call, please specify and include a 
phone number and time you can be reached. Thank you.  
I look forward to chatting with you!  J 
 

 
 

 
 
 


